5pa r ks from Y ather Mark- 
Solemnity of the /Ascension of the [_ord 

May +, 2 008 

Are you up for the challenge of Ascension and Pentecost? 

And speaking of Pentecost, wouldn't it be cool if we were to all wear RED on Pentecost? 

In my preaching last week I shared with you some creative writing of several St. Thomas More 
students who were on retreat. I gave the students three letters and asked them to jot down an acronym 
for the letters and write Holy Spirit next to the acronym. Then they were to spend five minutes writing, 
connecting their acronyms with the Holy Spirit, seeing where the Holy Spirit would take them. Here is 
one example. From the letters Z L T one student came up with these words: 

Zippers Love Tacos 

This is what the student wrote: "Zippers connect parts of clothing and tacos are delicious. The Holy 
Spirit connects us to God and the love he shares with us makes us feel good. Zippers and tacos are not 
usually seen with each other, but we can't see the Holy Spirit with ourselves either. We don't need to 
see these combinations with our eyes; we just simply understand that they just work." 

So... here is the challenge for you. Pick a group of three letters from the list below, jot down an 
acronym, set your timer for five minutes, connect your acronym with the Holy Spirit and write about it, 
being open to where the Holy Spirit takes you. Then share your writing with your family and friends. 
Of course I would be happy to read your insights as well. 

ECN HGR RHC YZR 

In her book. If You Want to Write, Brenda Ueland says this: "Now this creative power I think is the Holy 
Ghost. William Blake called this creative power imagination and he said it was God. Now Blake 
thought that this creative power should be kept alive in people for all of their lives. And so do I. Why? 
Because it is life itself. It is the Spirit. It is the only important thing about us. How can we keep it 
alive? By using it, by letting it out, by giving some time to it." 

In the Creative Power of Christ, 




~]~lie W ee i<- Ahead 

May 7~1 1, 1008 


Monday, May 5 

Color: White 

Readings: Acts 19:1-8; Psalm 68:2-7; John 16:29-33 

No Daily Liturgy 

6:30 pm: Cub Scouts 

~Y uesday, May 6 

Color: White 

Readings: Acts 20:17-27; Psalm 68:10-11, 20-21; John 
17:1-11 

No Daily Liturgy 

6:30 pm: Returning Catholic Ministry core team 
meeting 

7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 

Wednesday, M a y 7 

Color: White 

Readings: Acts 20:28-38; Psalm 68:29-30, 33-36; John 
17:11-19 

9:00 am - noon: Food Pantry 

No Daily Liturgy 

7:00 pm: Middle School Youth Event 

Thursday, M a y 8 

Color: White 

Readings: Acts 22:30, 23:6-11; Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9- 
11; John 17:20-26 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy 

Intention: Repose of Greg Wagner 
6:00 pm: Confirmation class meeting with 
Bishop Cupich 

7:00 pm: Confirmation, followed by a 
reception in the parish hall 


Fnday, May 9 

Color: White 

Readings: Acts 25:13-21; Psalm 103:1-2,11-12,19-20; 
John 21:15-19 

No Daily Liturgy 

Saturday, M a y 1 O 

Color: White 

Readings: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Psalm 11:4, 5, 7; John 
21:20-25 

No Daily Liturgy 

9:00 am - noon: Food Pantry 

3:30 - 4:30 pm: Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday Evening, M a y lO 

Color: Red 

Readings: Acts 2:1-11; Psalm 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34; 1 
Corinthians 12:3-7,12-13; John 20:19-23 

5:00 pm: Liturgy for Pentecost Sunday 

Intention: Repose of Arcade Palmordon 

Sunday, M a y 1 1 

Fentecost Sunday 

Color: Red 

Readings: Acts 2:1-11; Psalm 
104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34; 1 
Corinthians 12:3-7,12-13; John 20:19-23 

8:00 am: Sunday Liturgy 

Intention: OLBH Community 
10:30 am: Sunday Liturgy 

Intention: Repose of Marie Verhey 
7:00 pm: Eucharistic Adoration and Evening 
Prayer 





Y arish C,omm unity News 

May +, 2.003 


(jatherings of (jrace 
Please sign up in the gathering area for our next 
Gatherings of Grace, which will be held 
Wednesday, May 14. 
Our topic will be The 
Eucharist: Meal, Sacrifice 
and Real Presence. We 
will share a ritual meal 
as part of our learning, 
so we are asking you to 
pre-register and to arrive promptly at 6:00 pm. 
We are also asking you to bring some family- 
friendly magazines to the parish office ahead of 
time for use that evening. Thanks! 

Parish 5oolc Oub 

Join the new Parish Book Club, which will meet 
on the second Monday of every month at 7 pm 
in the library. On Monday, May 12, we will 
discuss the book. Salvation is from the Jews by 
Roy H. Schoeman. For more information, call 
Ken Van Asma at 787-6218. 

Meet pr. John and pr. (jodfrey 

Let's join together as a parish community on 
Wednesday, May 28, to welcome Fr. John and 
Fr. Godfrey, the Ugandan priests serving in our 
diocese. We will have Mass at 5:30 pm, 
followed by a potluck supper. Let's give them 
a hearty welcome and a good taste of OLBH 
potluck cooking! We would like to give them 
each a gift that represents the people and work 
of our parish. If anyone has some good gift 
ideas, call Betsy at 787-5168 and let her know. 


Adventures in Revelation 
Our parish is offering a 10-week study of the 
Book of Revelation on Tuesday evenings at 7 
pm beginning May 27. This will be a video 
series by Jeff Cavens. The cost for instruction 
materials is $25—scholarships are available. 
Those who have already registered may pick 
up their books in the gathering area. Questions? 
Call Kathy Van Asma at 787-6218. 

P mmaus Walk 

Fr. Mark will lead an Emmaus Walk at Sioux 
Park in Rapid City on Saturday, May 17, at 9 
am. We will gather in the parking area off 
Canyon Lake Drive, then go for a walk, 
stopping at a number of points along the way to 
read portions of the Emmaus story from Luke 
24:13-35 and reflect on our Lenten and Easter 
journeys. Coffee and bagels will be served. 

(graduates, Make Yourselves Rnown! 
We would like the names of all who will be 
graduating this spring from high school, 
college, technical school, alternative school— 
including those who will be receiving advanced 
degrees. Please call the office at 787-5168 or 
send an email to olbh@olbh.org . Thank you. 


(Jpcoming Y ou th P vents 
Middle School Event 
7:00-8:30 pm, Wednesday, May 7 
High School Event 
7:00-8:30 pm, Wednesday, May 21 









News from Around the Diocese 

May +, 2008 


l~he Course of [Jiamonds and (joid 
Father John Lule from Uganda, Africa, is 
offering a lecture series on his homeland. He 
will take us on a journey through the history of 
Uganda, including ivory and slave trading, 
which later evolved into diamond and gold 
trading. Learn about the rule of Idi Amin, the 
devastating civil war, and the raid on the 
Entebbe Airport. Come to understand the NRA 
guerrilla campaign and the devastation AIDS 
has had on the country. He will present the 
country's history, political environment, social 
situation, and the Church's involvement. The 
lectures will be held on Thursdays, May 8, 15, 
22 and 29, at 7 pm in the large meeting room at 
the Cathedral. All are welcome and there is no 
charge. 

otus uus 2008 

Totus Tuus Camps are coming! Hiking, 
campfires, swimming, games, smores, and 
more! The camps will be held at Storm 
Mountain Center, just outside of Rapid City. 
Registration forms are available online at 
www.Gods-call.org or at your parish. 
Registrations received before May 15 will 
receive $20 discount coupons. 

Pamily pilgrimage Miices 
Mother-Daughter Hike, Saturday, May 10 
Father-Son Hike, Saturday, June 14 

Come and join us for a hike in the hills. Mass, 
and lunch. Please bring a sack lunch. Meet in 
the West parking lot at Blessed Sacrament 
Church at 8:00 am. Contact the Office of 
Vocations at 343-3541 for further information. 


|n the Spirit of 
P entecost 

Come and celebrate Pentecost 
Sunday with a Bilingual 
Mass, Sunday, May 11, 5:00 pm, at Blessed 
Sacrament Church. 

Venga a celebrar Domingo de Pentecostes con 
una misa bilingiie, Domingo 11 de Mayo, a las 
5:00 pm, en la Iglesia Del Bendito Sacramento. 


Oratory CI.ontest Judges Needed 
The Rapid City Chapter of Right to Life is 
seeking volunteers to judge the junior/senior 
oratory contest on Saturday, May 10, at 1:00 pm 
at St. Thomas More High School. Interested? 
Contact Don at 342-9101. 

(Javalier Moo-Pah 

The St. Thomas More Alumni Association's 
Cavalier Moo-Lah and Cow-Pie event has been 
rescheduled to May 16. For more information 
call Kassandra Jolley at 343-8484. 

Vouth and Campus Minister Needed 
St. Joseph’s Parish, Sp ear fish 
Organize, develop, and direct programs for 
middle and high school youth. Assist in 
developing outreach to young adults at Black 
Hills State University. Full-time position begins 
on July 1, 2008. Salary will be commensurate 
with education and experience. Send a cover 
letter and resume to St. Joseph Parish, 844 N. 
Fifth St., Spearfish, SD 57783, or to 
tami@rushmore.com . 










Next VVeeicend’s Ministry) Schedule 
f* entecost Sunday 
May 1 o-l 1,2005 


Ministry 

Saturday, May 10 

5:00 pm 

Sunday, May 11 

8:00 am 

Sunday, May 11 

10:30 am 

Bread Baker 

Irene Daschel 

Irene Daschel 

Irene Daschel 

Altar Servers 

Bethany Ehresmann 
Elijah Ehresmann 
Hannah Ehresmann 

Gina Czmowski 

Aaron Thies 

Taylor Thies 

Tyler Corbine 

Kayla McCaskell 
Whitney Werdel 

Precious Blood 

Roberta Balzer 

Jacqui Blaha 

Joe Deaver 

Jessica Ferley 

Kathy Amiotte 

Dean Antonsen 

Lorinda Collings 

Dennis Fischer 

Jim Hoag 

Sharon Long 

Judy Nelson 

Rose Williamson 

Precious Body 

Beth-Anne Ferley 

Mary Antonsen 

Curt Lauinger 

Lectors 

John User a 

Bernadette User a 

Tom Collings 

Cathleen Denekamp 

Jerry Meyer 

Curt Lauinger 

Sacristans 

Erik and Estela 

Haakedahl 

Marc and Brenda Jacobs 

Rose Williamson 

Ushers 

Charlie Cresalia 

Jami Korton 

Stan Barber 

Tom Van Asma 

Aaron Denekamp 

Brad McCaskell 

Choir 

Family Choir 

Regina's Minstrels 

Folk Group 


Intercessory f* racers 

Life and Mealth (Concerns 

Gene Albrecht, Janice Collings, Steve Crawford, 
Joe Creek, John Flohr, Marianne Lee, Shirley 
Little Thunder, Sharon Long, Barb Scherr, 

Karla Thrall, 

Mary Kay Young 
Kepose 
Justin Alexander, 

Bob Lauinger 



"["he (Collection £)ask.et 

April 

16-17 

Loose 

$1,652.03 

Envelopes 

1,945.00 

Votive 

7.00 

Student 

48.76 

Other 

479.25 

Total 

$4,132.04 




^)a\nt of the W eek. 

£)lessed C)amien of Moiolcai 0 5+0-1 88$) 

When Joseph de Veuster was born in Tremelo, Belgium, in 1840, few people in 
Europe had any firsthand knowledge of leprosy (Hansen's disease). By the time he died at 
the age of 49, people all over the world knew about this disease because of him. 

Six years after being forced to quit school at age 13 to work on the family farm, 

Joseph entered the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, taking the name 
of a fourth-century physician and martyr. When his brother Pamphile, a priest in the same 
congregation, fell ill and was unable to go to the Hawaiian Islands as assigned, Damien 
quickly volunteered in his place. In May 1864, two months after arriving in his new mission, Damien was 
ordained a priest in Honolulu. 

In 1873, he went to the Hawaiian government's leper colony on the island of Molokai. He was originally 
one of four chaplains taking that assignment for three months each year, but Damien soon volunteered to remain 
there permanently. Before long the settlement had new houses and a new church, school and orphanage. Morale 
improved considerably among the lepers. 

But Damien contracted Hansen's disease and died of its complications. As requested, he was buried in 
Kalaupapa. When Hawaii became a state in 1959, it selected Damien as one of its two representatives in the 
Statuary Hall at the U.S. Capitol. 

Por the Rjde Mo me 

/\scension ^undat) 

May +, 2.008 

Scripture 

• They went to the upper room where they were staying. All devoted themselves with one accord to 
prayer. (Acts 1:13,14) 

• Of you my heart speaks; you my glance seeks. (Psalm 27:8) 

• Rejoice to the extent that you share in the sufferings of Christ. (1 Peter 4:13) 

• Now they know that everything you gave me is from you, because the words you gave to me I have 
given to them. (John 17:7-8) 

Reflection 

• Where do you go to pray? How do you pray? 

• Of whom does your heart speak? Who does your glance seek? 

• How do you share the sufferings of Christ? 

• Have any words of the Gospel changed your life? How did this happen? 

The laity have a special responsibility to penetrate the secular sphere with the spirit of Christ, and leaven it with 
the yeast of the Gospel, so that human efforts may be sustained by hope and guide towards the divinely 
appointed consummation. 1 


1 Dulles, Avery, Models of the Church, (New York: Doubleday, 2002), 205. 







Basket Auction and 50’s Fun Night 


Saturday, May 31, 6:00 

Grab a burger from our 5CTs style 
diner, then bid on groovy gift baskets! 

■ Adults, $6.00 in advance, $7.00 at the door 

■ Children ages 4-11: $4.00 

■ Families of five or more: $22.00 in advance, 

$25.00 at the door 

Proceeds to benefit OLBH youth attending World Youth Day and 
Steubenville of the Rockies. 

BE THERE OR BE SQUARE 

PS: We are asking you to create and donate gift baskets to be 
auctioned off that night. Some ideas: dinner for six basket, bird lover 
basket, backyard fun basket, fishing basket, or even a 50’s fun basket. 



Be creative! 

Razz our berries with your cool ideas 





The Challenge of Pentecost 

By Daniel J. Harrington 

(Reprinted from America: The National Catholic Weekly, May 5, 2008 issue) 


Each one heard them speaking in his own language. (Acts 2:6) 

The word "Pentecost" derives from the Greek word for 
"fifty." It marks 50 days after Passover on the Jewish calendar 
and 50 days after Easter on the Christian calendar. Among 
Jews it is known as Shebuot or "Weeks" and celebrates the 
giving of the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai. For Christians it 
commemorates the coming of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus' 
disciples (including the mother of Jesus) gathered in 
Jerusalem after his ascension. 

In John 20, however, the gift of the Holy Spirit takes place 
earlier, on the evening of Easter Sunday. The risen Jesus 
invites his disciples to carry on the mission given him by his 
heavenly Father and empowers them to do so by breathing 
upon them and saying, "Receive the Holy Spirit." Paul in 1 
Corinthians 12 reminds us that every day is Pentecost in the sense that "to each individual the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit." All baptized Christians are privileged 
and empowered to be members of the body of Christ, and so they can and should use their 
spiritual gifts to build up the body of Christ. 

Luke's version of the first Pentecost is the biblical account that has most captured the Christian 
imagination. Fifty days after Easter, the disciples of Jesus gather for prayer in Jerusalem. The 
Holy Spirit comes upon them in dramatic fashion, with a strong wind and "tongues of fire." 
They begin to speak in different languages, and miraculously their proclamation of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ is heard and understood by Jewish pilgrims from different countries with 
different native languages. 

Pentecost is often called the birthday of the church. In Luke's narrative in Acts, the good news 
of Jesus moves from Jerusalem through Samaria, Syria, Asia Minor (present-day Turkey) and 
Greece to Rome. The first phase in this amazing story takes place on the first Pentecost, when 
the Gospel is preached at Jerusalem to Jews and converts to Judaism from various places 
outside the land of Israel. The miracle of the first Pentecost is that Diaspora Jews from Parthia, 
Media, Elam and all those other exotic places hear and understand the preaching of the 
apostles in their own languages. 





There is some tension in the text as to whether the apostles spoke Aramaic (or Hebrew) and 
were understood by the foreigners, or whether they spoke in all those different languages. In 
either case, the point is that the miracle of the first Pentecost reverses the episode of the Tower 
of Babel in Genesis 11. In that story, in response to human arrogance, God "confused" the 
languages of humankind and scattered them over the face of the earth. Now the good news of 
Jesus Christ is the language that unites all these different peoples. 

The rest of Acts traces the spread of the Gospel all over the Mediterranean world. It moves 
first among Jews and then fans out to non-Jews. Paul appears as the great missionary to the 
Gentiles. By the narrow standards of Mediterranean society in the first century, the Gospel 
reached the ends of the earth with Paul's arrival in Rome. 

The miracle of the first Pentecost, according to Luke, was that "each one heard them [the 
apostles] speaking in his own language." Now, almost 2,000 years later, the church's 
missionary activity continues, and the Gospel has been proclaimed far beyond the 
Mediterranean world. The memory of Jesus has been kept alive, and the movement he began 
has been carried on. Nevertheless, Luke's Pentecost narrative challenges the church today to 
find even more effective ways of communicating the Gospel to peoples in every land on earth. 
Karl Rahner, S.J., thought that the greatest challenge facing our church today is to become a 
truly catholic, or world church. Just as the early Christians moved beyond the land of Israel 
and the Jewish people, so we must help all the peoples in our world hear and express the 
Gospel in their own languages and according to their own cultural patterns. 

The miracle of the "tongues" at the first Pentecost was the initial step in the process that is 
sometimes called the inculturation of the Gospel. The challenge that faced the first Christians 
gathered in Jerusalem at the birth of the church still faces the church today. That challenge 
involves remaining faithful to the substance of the Gospel, while translating and applying it in 
all the languages and cultures of the world. For that we too need the help and guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. And so on this Pentecost we must say, "Come, Holy Spirit, come!" 

Praying with Scripture 

• Do you ever pray to the Holy Spirit? Where does the Spirit figure in your piety? 

• What do you regard as your spiritual gifts? How do you use them? 

• How might the church be more effective in the process of inculturation? What dangers might 
inculturation pose? 


Reprinted from America, May 5, 2008, with permission of America Press, Inc., © 2008. All rights reserved. For 
subscription information, call 1-800-627-9533 or visit www.americamagazine.org . 





